
 

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES 
TOWN COUNCIL 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 – Council Chambers – Evening Session 1 

 2 
CALL TO ORDER 3 
Mayor Lacher called the regular session of the Town Council to order at 5:30 p.m. 4 
 5 
ROLL CALL 6 
Councilmembers: Position No. 1, Steve Hushebeck; Position No. 2, Noel Monin; Position No. 3, Anna 7 
Maria de Freitas; Position No. 4, Farhad Ghatan; and Position No. 5, Barbara Starr. 8 
 9 
Others Present: Mayor, Carrie Lacher; Treasurer, Kelle’ Wilson; Town Administrator, Duncan Wilson; and 10 
Clerk, Amy Taylor. 11 
 12 
FLAG SALUTE 13 
Mayor Lacher conducted the flag salute. 14 
 15 
PUBLIC ACCESS TIME 16 
Susan Key, 545 Spruce Street, requested that the Town take steps to remove the noxious weeds on her 17 
property located in the Evergreen neighborhood.  Ms. Key stated that the weeds were a result of the 18 
back-fill dirt and Town storing equipment on her property during the Spruce Street Reconstruction 19 
Project. No action was taken. The Council requested that staff investigate. 20 
 21 
Mike Bertrand, Land Use Administrator, presented a letter of support on behalf of Homes for Islanders 22 
for a “technical assistance grant” being sought for its development off Grover Street. Mayor Lacher placed 23 
the letter on the upcoming agenda. 24 
 25 
PUBLIC HEARING 26 
Rezone Application No. 65 – 550 Spring Street 27 
At 5:41 p.m., Mayor Lacher opened the public hearing concerning a request by San Juan County Public 28 
Hospital District No. 1 requesting a zoning designation change from professional services to commercial.  29 
The subject property is identified as TPN 351491565 and located at 550 Spring Street. 30 
 31 
Mayor Lacher asked if any member of the Council wished to recuse themselves, stood to gain financial 32 
benefit, or had contact with the public regarding the request.  The Council answered in the negative.  33 
Mayor Lacher asked if the Council was able to hear the request in an objective manner.  The Council 34 
answered in the affirmative. 35 
 36 
Mike Bertrand, Land Use Administrator, entered Exhibit A, a letter from the Islands Museum of Arts, and 37 
presented the Staff Report dated October 13, 2015.  Mr. Bertrand recommended approval of the rezone 38 
request based upon the evaluation that the rezone request is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan 39 
and zoning of surrounding properties. 40 
 41 
Mayor Lacher asked if the applicant’s representative would like to make a presentation.  Bill Geisy 42 
deferred to Mr. Bertrand and stated he was available to answer questions. 43 
 44 
Mayor Lacher opened the hearing to public testimony. 45 
 46 
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Karen Woldvedt, Island Museum of Art (IMA), stated concerns that rezoning may have negative impacts 47 
on traffic and that the presence of IMA does not change traffic patterns. 48 
 49 
Mr. Bertrand clarified that the staff report does not indicate that IMA has changed traffic patterns and 50 
that Town has planned crosswalks to address safety concerns. 51 
 52 
Mr. Bertrand listed the criteria the Council should consider as standards for approval. 53 
 54 
Hearing no other public testimony, Mayor Lacher opened the hearing to Council questions. 55 
 56 
Councilmember Hushebeck asked staff to explain the difference in allowable uses if rezoned.  Mr. 57 
Bertrand listed the allowable uses for the professional service and commercial zones. 58 
 59 
Mr. Geisy explained that the property has been for sale for 3-4 months and it was thought to be more 60 
marketable if rezoned for expanded uses. 61 
 62 
Hearing no other questions from Council, Mayor Lacher requested additional public testimony. 63 
 64 
Ms. Woldvedt asked if it was necessary to change the use and noted that IMA is currently interested in 65 
acquiring the property. 66 
 67 
At 5:59 p.m., Mayor Lacher closed the public testimony portion of the hearing with the right to reopen if 68 
necessary. 69 
 70 
The Council deliberated the merits of the rezone request. 71 
 72 
Moved by de Freitas, seconded by Hushebeck, to approve Rezone Request No. 65 as 73 
submitted and direct staff to draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Decision for 74 
consideration.  Motion passed unanimously. 75 
 76 
WORK SESSION 77 
2016 Town Budget 78 
At 6:30 p.m., Mayor Lacher introduced the work session regarding the 2016 Town Budget.  The Council 79 
reviewed final approval of budget requests.  The following items that were not listed as a budget requests 80 
were added to the 2016 Budget:  Chamber of Commerce operations, Visitor Information Center, portable 81 
microphone system, and Economic Development Council. 82 
 83 
Mayor Lacher ended the session at 7:20 p.m. 84 
 85 
FUTURE AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 86 
Councilmember Monin provided the Council regarding the mural proposal at Sunken Park. 87 
 88 
Councilmember Starr provided an update on the Law & Justice Committee. 89 
 90 
Councilmember Monin provided an update on the Board of Health. 91 
 92 
Mayor Lacher stated that it may be time for Town to start monitoring the Carter Avenue Ball Fields for 93 
compliance with the Conditional Use Permit and Operations Agreement. 94 
 95 
ADJOURNMENT – Hearing no further business and no objection, Mayor Lacher continued the meeting 96 
at 7:26 p.m. The continued meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 29, 2015 at 4:30 p.m. 97 
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 98 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 99 

These minutes were approved on November 5, 2015.  The original document is retained by 100 
the Clerk in the Town Council’s permanent records.  Attest:  Amy Taylor, Town of Friday 101 
Harbor Clerk 102 


