
 

SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES 
TOWN COUNCIL 

Thursday, January 7, 2016 – Council Chambers – Afternoon Session 1 

 2 
CALL TO ORDER 3 
Mayor Lacher called the regular session of the Town Council to order at 12:00 p.m. 4 
 5 
ROLL CALL 6 
Councilmembers: Position No. 1, Steve Hushebeck; Position No. 4, Farhad Ghatan and Position No. 5, Barbara 7 
Starr. 8 
 9 
Others Present: Mayor, Carrie Lacher; Treasurer, Kelle’ Wilson; Town Administrator, Duncan Wilson; and Clerk, 10 
Amy Taylor. 11 
 12 
Position No. 2, Noel Monin; and Position No. 3, Anna Maria de Freitas, were absent. 13 
 14 
EXECUSED ABSENCE 15 
Council unanimously excused the absence of Councilmember Monin and de Freitas. 16 
 17 
FLAG SALUTE 18 
Mayor Lacher conducted the flag salute. 19 
 20 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/SCHEDULE CHANGES 21 
There were no announcements or schedule changes. 22 
 23 
PUBLIC ACCESS TIME 24 
No public access was forthcoming. 25 
 26 
ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 27 
Employee Awards 28 
At 12:03 p.m., Mayor Lacher presented the following employees with plaques in recognition of their longevity 29 
with the Town of Friday Harbor:   30 

 Don Reitan, Wastewater Department Leadman, Public Works Department for 30 years; 31 

 Dave Smith, Streets Department Leadman, Public Works Department for 25 years; 32 

 Mike Deegan, Water Department Leadman, Public Works Department for 25 years; 33 

 Herb Mason, Certified Utility Worker, Public Works Department for 25 years; 34 

 Mike Bertrand, Land Use Administrator, for 15 years; and 35 

 Matt Pranger, Parking Enforcement Officer and Utility Worker, (collectively) for 15 years. 36 
Mayor Lacher thanked the employees for their loyalty and dedication. 37 
 38 
2016 Friday Harbor Film Festival 39 
At 12:10 p.m., Mayor Lacher introduced discussion of a request by the Friday Harbor Film Festival (FHFF) for 40 
supplemental hotel motel excise tax funding.  Administrator Wilson explained that the FHFF received a grant in 41 
the amount of $3,900 for their 2016 program. The County H/M program has offered a matching grant of up to 42 
$10,000 based on the grant awarded by the Town. The FHFF is now requesting $6,100 to maximize the grant 43 
opportunity with the County. Karen Palmer, Event Producer, thanked the Council and described costs associated 44 
with the Festival.  Ms. Palmer noted that the FHFF should be self-sustaining eventually. Councilmember Ghatan 45 
requested information regarding the marketing plan for the Festival. Discussion followed regarding stipulations 46 
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for granting the additional monies. Council consensus that, if approved, the FHFF and staff would develop 47 
specific parameters on what promotional items the funding would be used for. 48 
 49 
Moved by Hushebeck, seconded by Ghatan, to grant supplemental funding from the 1st 2% Hotel Motel Excise 50 
Tax Fund in an amount not to exceed $6,100 to the Friday Harbor Film Festival, predicated on use specifically 51 
for promotion and advertising of the festival.  Motion passed 3-0 with Monin and de Freitas absent. 52 
 53 
SJC Update 54 
At 12:32 p.m., Mayor Lacher introduced SJC Councilman, Bob Jarman, provided an update on issues of mutual 55 
concern.  Topics were as follows: SJC Hotel Motel Excise Tax Program; Pear Point Turn Point Connector Road; SJC 56 
urban growth planning; and upcoming Council Retreat.  Discussion followed regarding removal of the RV near the 57 
Fairgrounds and affordable housing. Mayor Lacher thanked Mr. Jarman. No action was taken. 58 
 59 
Annexation Request 60 
At 12:49 p.m., Mayor Lacher introduced discussion of a request by parcel owners in the area of Guard and Park 61 
Street to be annexed in from the approved Urban Growth Area.  Administrator Wilson explained that the purpose 62 
of the meeting with initiating parties is to consider their letters of intent to commence annexation proceedings 63 
pursuant to RCW 35.13.410.  The Council may consider whether to accept, reject or geographically modify the 64 
area of the request to circulate a petition for annexation.  Discussion followed whether to geographically modify 65 
the area. 66 
 67 
Moved by Ghatan, seconded by Starr, to allow circulation of a petition on behalf of the interested property 68 
owners for the four parcels requested; provided that, the petition may be amended to include any contiguous 69 
parcels in the urban growth area should the parcel owners also wish to be annexed into Town.  Motion passed 70 
3-0 with Monin and de Freitas absent.  71 
 72 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 73 
Public Works 74 
At 1:17 p.m., Public Works Director, Wayne Haefele provided a quarterly report on completed and upcoming 75 
projects.  Completed projects included Marguerite Street Reconstruction, Mullis Street repair, Blair Avenue, Aug 76 
1 Pump Station repair; and various crosswalks.  Upcoming projects included Spring Street utility reconstruction, 77 
Water Transmission Line Replacement and Tucker Avenue. Projects in progress include various crosswalks and 78 
street maintenance.  Mayor Lacher thanked Mr. Haefele. 79 
 80 
Historical Preservation 81 
At 1:34 p.m., Historical Preservation Coordinator, Sandy Strehlou provided updates regarding the interpretive 82 
signage/panels, upcoming amendments to FHMC Chapter 17.64 and 2.58, and Landmarking register.  No 83 
discussion followed.  Mayor Lacher thanked Ms. Strehlou. 84 
 85 
ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS (cont.) 86 
Rename C Street 87 
At 1:39 p.m., Mayor Lacher introduced discussion of a Town Street Naming policy.  Ms. Strehlou explained a 88 
request has been received to rename C Street to Middleton Street in honor of Alfred and Vivian Middleton, who 89 
were both significant early Friday Harbor residents.  Ms. Strehlou provided sample street naming policies.  90 
Discussion followed regarding “addressing” issues caused by renaming streets, such as disruption to mailing and 91 
emergency services, and impacts to businesses. No action was taken regarding the request.  Council consensus 92 
to develop a policy for consideration. 93 
 94 
Resolution No. 2165 95 
At 1:48 p.m., Mayor Lacher introduced discussion of draft Resolution No. 2165 concerning annual groundwater 96 
monitoring of the FH Landfill.  Administrator Wilson explained that SCS Engineers has provided a proposal in the 97 
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amount of $38,180 to preform 2016 groundwater monitoring at the Landfill and optional 2017 Financial Assurance 98 
Plan updates. No discussion followed.  99 
 100 
Moved by Starr, seconded by Ghatan, to adopt Resolution No. 2165, authorizing the Mayor to execute an 101 
agreement with SCS Engineers for 2016 groundwater monitoring program services at the Friday Harbor Landfill.  102 
Motion passed 3-0 with Monin and de Freitas absent. 103 
 104 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 105 
At 1:59 p.m., Administrator Wilson presented the Town Council with an update of the following: 106 
 107 

 Cahail Park – Town is looking into resurfacing and replacing the equipment in the tennis court area.  108 
Conversion kits are available to have the court also function as a pickle ball court. 109 

 Connector Road – Staff met with property owners to discuss potential routes, right of way acquisition and 110 
mitigation of potential impacts to the gravel pit for construction of the Connector Road. 111 

 Zito Media – The franchise for Zito Media has expired. 112 

 Town Council training – The Clerk will be scheduling training videos to satisfy our risk pool membership 113 
standards on light evening agendas.   114 

 Nichols Street – The Association has forwarded a letter confirming the driveway cut should be removed. 115 

 Recycling – Town met with Lautenbach to discuss service and increased costs for recycling. 116 

 Water Transmission Line – Town is in the process of comparing various bank loans for the project. KeyBank 117 
appears to have offered the most appealing loan option.  Discussion followed.  Council consensus to 118 
formally apply for financing with KeyBank. 119 

 120 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 121 
Moved by Hushebeck, seconded by Ghatan, to affirm the payment of Payroll Warrant Nos. 16652 through 16669 122 
and direct deposit run of December 30, 2015 in the amount of $273,300.06; and approve the payment of Claim 123 
Warrant Nos. 41152 through 41193 in the amount of $114,672.90.   Motion passed 3-0 with Monin and de Freitas 124 
absent. 125 
 126 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 127 
Moved by Starr, seconded by Ghatan, to approve the minutes of December 17, 2015 as submitted.  Motion passed 128 
3-0 with Monin and de Freitas absent. 129 
 130 
FUTURE AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 131 
Mayor Lacher added a request by SJI Museum of Art for HM funding and request to change housing density on 132 
the January 21, 2016 agenda. 133 
 134 
CITIZEN RESPONSE 135 
No citizen response was forthcoming. 136 
 137 
ADJOURNMENT – Hearing no further business and no objection, Mayor Lacher continued the meeting at 2:05 138 
p.m. until Friday, January 15, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 21, 139 
2016 at 12:00 p.m. 140 
 141 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 142 
These minutes were approved on January 21, 2016.  The original document is retained by the Clerk in the 143 
Town Council’s permanent records.  Attest:  Amy Taylor, Town of Friday Harbor Clerk 144 


